
THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 
May4,2012 

The Honorable Bob Filner 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515-0551 

~ 
Dear Repnsentatlve t11iier, 

Thank you for your recent letters encouraging the Department of· 
the Navy to name a ship after Harvey M'tlk. I am responding on behalf · 
of Secretary Panetta as well. 

Every year my office receives hundreds of letters and suggestions 
from members of Congress, citizens, military members and retirees, 
industcy-leaders and others suggesting names for U.S. Navy ships. I 
appreciate the interest of all who participate in the ship naming process 
and ·give .careful consideration to all inputs. Be assured that your 
recommendation will receive due cOnsideration. 

Thank you, again, for your suggestion and your ongoing support 
of the outstanding men and women who make up our military. 
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The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Panetta: 

April20, 2012 
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I write to urge that you will encourage the Department of the Navy to name th.c next appropriate 
ship after Harvey Milk. 

As you know, Harvey Milk was a politician and civil rights activist. His career as a public 
servant began in the United States Navy during the Korean War, where he served abollrd the 
submarine rescue ship USS Kittiwake as a diving officer. He later transferred to Naval Station, 
San Diego to serve as a diving instructor. In 1955, he was discharged from the Navy at the rank 
of lieutenant, j wlior grade. 

In 2009, Mr. Milk was posthumously awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom. The State of 
California has designated May 22_ annually as "Harvey Milk Day," and he has been inducted into. 
tho California Hall of Fame. A number of additional initiatives are underway to commemorate 
Mr. Milk's legacy, incluclina a cutmlt campaign by the GLBT Iiistorio Task Force of San Diego 
County to name a Navy vessel in Mr. Milk' s honor. · 

I wholeheartedly agree with these efforts, and urge that you will cncouraac the Department of the 
Navy to name the next appropriate ship after Harvey Milk. This action would be a fitting tribute 
to Mr. Milk's suppon for eqUAlity, an ideal exemplified in the military,s recent repeal of its 
fonncr "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" policy. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request. 

BFitc 
2611385 

BOBFILNER 
Member of Congress 

080004877-12 



DEPARTMIINT 01' THII NAVY 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

! 000 NAVY PENTAGON 
WA8HINGTOH DC 20380•tOOO 

June 26, 2012 

Thank you for your letter rega·rding your concerns about the 
naming of a new ship for Harvey Milk. I am responding for 
Secretary Mabus on behalf of secretary Panetta. 

Every year, the Secretary of the Navy's office receives 
hundreds of letters and suggestions from members of Congress, 
citizens, military members and ret~rees , industry leaders and 
others suggesting names ~or u.s. Navy ships . The Secretary 
appreciates the interest of all who participate in the ship 
naming process . Your concerns about Harvey Milk wi ll be 
considered. 

Thank you, again, for sharing your opinion. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if yo~ need further assistance . 

Capta i n , U.S. 
Special Assistant for 
Public Affairs to the 
Secretary of the Navy 

050006583--12 
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'l'he Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary ofDefense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

It has come to my attention that there are efforts being made to have a United 
States Navy ship named after former San Francisco politician Harvey Milk. I 
want to say that I am very strongly opposed to such a thing. 

vM•"""' of 6 years of active duly in the Navy, from 
Rhnllirrl both the uss 

and TheNavyhasa 
ships, a tradition that SccNav Mabus bas violated mough already. 

I am aware that Milk was a Navy veteran, but I know of nothing in his military 
career that would warrant having a ship named after him. His public sector 
<:ontributions were conoentrllted in a rather narrow arena and also do not warrant 
the honor of having aU S Navy ship named after him. 

PI~, sir, I beseech you to do everything in your power to sec that this docs not 
happen. 

OS0006583-12 



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
OFFICE OF THE SIP:CRIP:TARY 

100C) NAVY Pli:NTAQON 
WASHINGTON DC ll03SO·tOOO 

July 25, 20~2 

Mr. Bruce M. Abrams 
Chair 
San Diego Human Relations Commission 
1200 Third Avenue, S~ite 1300 
San Diego, CA 921"01 

Dear Mr. Abr.ams,: 

thank you for your recent letter requesting a new ship be 
named in honor of Harvey Milk. I am :r:-esponding for Secretary 
Mabu~ on behalf of Secretary Panetta. 

Every year the Secretary's office receives hundreds of 
recomme~~ons from members of congress, citizens, military 
mem0e~ ~ retirees, indust ry leaders and others sugge'sting 
name·s f or u.s. Navy ships. :secretary Mabus appr eciates the 
interest of a ll Who participate in the ship ~ming process and 
gives careful consideration to all. inputs . Be assured that your 
recommendation will receive due consideration. 

Thank fou, again, for your suggestion ~ Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you need further assistance . 

. · 

s. Kunze 
Captain, u.s. Navy 

. :, epecial Aa•i•talit for 
·- Public MfUn to . the . 

. ~tary of .the Havy 

050008375-12 
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Mr. Mark Dillon 
Vice dla.h" 

DEPARTMENT OF T-HE NAVY 
O'FICE OF THI! HCReTAftV 

I 000 NAV!!If PENTAGON 
WAS.HIN~Y.ON DC 203150· JOOO 

Ju.l.y 2S , 2012 

San Diego Human Relat~s Comrnis&ion 
1200 Third Avenue, Suite 1300 
san Piego, OA 92101 

.Dear Mr. Dillon; 

Thank you for your recent letter requesting-a new ship be 
named in honor of Harvey Milk. I am responding for Secretary 
Mabus on behalf of Secretary Panetta. 

Every year the Becreta~'s office receives bun~~ of 
recommendations from members of congress , citizens, military 
members and retirees, indu~try l~aders and others suggesting 
names for u . S.. Navy ships. secretary Mabus appreciates the 
intereet of a~l who participate in the ship naming process and 
gives ~areful C¢nsideration to all inputs. Be assured that your 
recommendation will receive due cons~deration. 

Thank you, again, for your suggestion. Please do not 
hesitate to cont~ct me if you ·need further assistance . 

.. 
. ... - . 

-,· . ~o r_ -

CAptain, '0. S. Navy 
Special Assistant for 
J?:u))Uc ~fairs. ·to .. tbiJ . 

. ~ecretary· of .~e ilavy 



OEPARTMEHT OF TH£ NAVY 
OFFICE OF THE aECRETARY 

tOGO NAVY PENTAGON 
WA~H1NG'1'0N DC 2G9SO·f000 

Ms. Banell scarbOrough 
Sxecutive Director. 
Ban Diego auman Relati ons Commission 
1200 Tbitd Avenue, Suite 1300 
8an Diego, CA 92101 

Dear M8:. Scarberough: 

July 25, 2012 

Thank you for your ~eaent letter requestibg a new ship be 
named in honor of Harv~y ·Milk . I am responding for Secretary 
~abus on behalf of Secret ary Panetta. 

Every ye~r the Secret ary ' s off.ice receives hun<Sreds of 
recommendations from members of Congress , citizens , military 
members ~ retirees, industry leaders and othe~ suggesting 
names for u.s . Navy Ships. Secretary Mabus appreciates tne 
interest of all who participate in the ship nam!.ng pr:oces·s and 
gives careful consideration to all inputs . Be a:ssured that yeur 
reCommendation will receive due consi~eration . 

Thank· you, again, for your suggestion. Please do net 
he.sitate · to conta.(.::t me if you need further assistance. 

.. C!ptail\, u~s • . ~avy . 
. . · Special ASBiil~t fOt" 
·- .Public ~fairs. to .. the 
· .secretary o~ the Navy 

i ~ 



~~* :~~. 
~)>fa,.. . . 

June 28, 2012 

Leon E. Panetta 
Secretary ofDefc:nse 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington D.C. 20301-1000 

Ray Mabus 
SccretaryoftheNavy 
1000 Navy Pentagon 
Washington D.C. 20350-1000 

THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO 

RE: Support for collllllissloalng a Navy vessel iD tile aame of Harvey B. Milk 

Dear Secretary Panetta and Secretary Mabus, 

The San Diego Human Relations Commission unanimously supports the naming of a Navy 
vessel after the gay civil rights leader Harvey B. Milk. It is appropriate for a vessel to be named 
for someone whose name has become synonymous with authenticity and equality. Harvey Milk 
has inspired people around this nation and the world to have hope and work for change. 

Harvey Milk was a Navy veteran, serving as a diving officer on the USS Kittiwake during the 
Korean War and as a Navy officer in San Diego in the 1950's. In addition, both of his parents 
served in the Navy. In 2009, Harvey Milk was posthumously awarded the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom. 

The Human Relations Commission supports efforts to enhance awareness and acceptance of all 
members of our great nation. Our commission was the first to call for a state holiday and a street 
to be named in honor of Harvey Milk The Navy has the opportunity to send a message of 
inclusion and empowerment to past, present and future LOBT members of our military. We urge 
you to send this message. 

Chair Vice Chair Executive Director 

Cc: Mayor Jerry Sanders 

OSDOOB375-12 



DEPARTMENT OF THE NA YY 
OFFICE OF THE aECRitrARY 

1000 NAVY PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON DC 20350.1000 

March 1.9, 201.3 

Mr. Mike Laster 
Houston City Council Member 
Di.strict J 
900 BagbY, 1•t Floor 
Houston, TX 77002 

Dear Mr. Laster: 

Thank you for your recent letter requesting a new submarine, 
carrier or other appropriate vessel be named in honor of Harvey 
Milk. I am responding on behalf of the Secretary of Defense. 

Eveey .year the Secretary's office receives hundreds of 
letters and suggestions from members of Congress, citizens, 
military members and retirees, industry leaders and others 
suggesting names for U.S. Navy ·ships. The Se~retary appreciates 
the interest of all who participate in the. ship naming process 
and gives careful consideration to all inputs. Be assured that 
your recommendation will receive-due consideration. 

Thank you, again, for your suggestion. Please do ·not 
hesitate to contact me if you need further assistance . 

ze 
Captain, u.s. Navy 
Special Assistant for 
Public Affairs to the 
Secretary of the Navy 

080002549-13 



February 13, 2013 

The Honorable Chuck Hagle 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washingto~ DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

MIKE LASTER 
Houston Oty Council Member 

District J 

I respectfully request that Harvey Milk be considered as the namesake of a naval submarine, carrier, or 
other appropriate vessel in his honor and memory. This would not only honor HAJVey Milk's service to 
his country, but also his work in the LGBT movement for civil rights and equality. 

HAJVey MiOc began his career as a public servant in the United States Navy during the Korean War, where 
he served as a diving officer aboard the submarine rescue ship USS Kittiwake. Later, he served as a 
diving instructor stationed at Naval Station, San Diego. Milk, whose parents both also served in the US 
Navy, was honorably discharged at the rank of Lieutenant, junior grade in 1955. President Obama 
awarded Harney Milk the 2009 Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

As the first openly gay man to be elected to public office in California and as a member of the San 
Francisco Board of Supervisors, Milk helped open the doors for gays and lesbians in the United States by 
championing civil rights for homosexuals. Moreover, Milk has remained a symbol of activism for the 
LGBT community since his murder in 1978. 

Harvey Milk is revered as a pioneer of the LGBT civil rights movement and for his exceptional leadership 
and dedi~n to eq_pal rights. Naming a Na'l)l yessel after Harvey Milk would be. an approp)iate tribute. 
to his support for equality and equal opportunity for all Americans. 

Telephone (832) 393-3015 • 900 Bagby, 111 Floor • Houston. TX 77002 
districtjt»houstontx.gov 

080002549-13 



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
OFFICE 0,. THE S I!:CRETA.RY 

I 000 NAVY PENTAGON 
WASH I NGTON DC 20350· 1 000 

MEMORANDUM FORTHERECORD 

Subj: REQUEST FOR SHIPNAME 

SECNAV Files: #01512lg 
OSD Files: 009490-16 

August 16. 2016 

I. TVS research revealed NPC. The correspondent wrote to the President requesting a US 
Navy ship named after Harvey Milk. The shipnaming ceremony is occurring today. WHLO 
deems no further action necessary. 

Edited by: 

Director. White House Liaison Office 
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The President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Wa.shinstoo. DC 20SOO 

Dear 

August 12, 201S 

My name i and I am the Co-Chair for the International Court 
" I I ~ I ~ $ystems HaiV y vy p aming Campaign. the In~mational Court System (ICS) 

(impcourt.org) is one oftbe most exciting, diverse GLBT organizations on this continenti With 
70 noil-profit chapters ~ the ~nitc4 s~. Canada and Mexico, our IQcmbers utilize their 
unique talents to mise funds and awareness, educate and teach. and help fulfill the needS of their 
communities. We put the fun back in fundraisingl Our organization is open to everyone. Our 
membership is~ 119 oflesbian, gay, bisexual, ~F.l~ and ~sexual individuals. A person's gender or orientation bas ito ·bearing on btmg a member of the court "family." 

The ~urt sym.m ~·founded in San FranciSco when a group of gay bar owners formed a 
Tavern Guild in early 196S as ·a means .to. stand· in ·solidarity with .~e another undet the pressure 
of police harassment The Guild· put on. tbe ~drag ball in San Francisco's.history 
called the Beaux Arts Ball. In its third y~ a World War II veteran and the 

1 
_ ___ fust.opet1W..gay-eandidate-to-run-foF-public-offioe·in-North-America,-in-196·t-;-wa:s-declamlllie- - - --Quccn of the Ball. and then declared himself Empress. With that the Imperial Court System was 

born. 

When tbe Co\D't System originated in San Francisco, California, in I96S, it wa5 intended mainly 
for "camp" fun. From that beginning we derived our camp titles: Emperor & Em. Priuce & 
Princess, and so forth-as well as each court's annual gala functioQ. Coronation. unique 
Combinations of talent influence and vision guided the start of what is now an international 
organillltion. 

F{arvcy Milk began his career in the. Navy during the Korean War, whcte he served aboard the 
Chanticleer-ClasS· Submarine Rescue Ship USS lCITTIW AKE (ASR-13) as the diVing officer. 
He Wis later stationed in Naval Station, San Diego, California where he was a diving instructor. 
Harvey was honorably discbarged in 1955 at the rank ofUeutenaut Junior Grade. He was 
~ously lwarde4. by you U;t 2009; the Presidential Medal of Freedom which is1hc highest 
award afforded for civilian honor. . . . . · . ·· . 

M the first openly gay man to be elected to public office in California and as a member oftbe 
San Frai\Citoo Board. of Supervisors, Harvey bel~ to open doors for the gay and lesbian 



communjty by championing civil rights for these groups of people. Since his murder in 1978, he 
bas remained a Symbol of activism for tlle LGBT CQmmunity. He was more than just a civil 
rights leader as he advocated as an elected official fot seniors, farm workers, artd small business owners. His political career centered on making government responsive to individuals, gay 
liberation, and the importance of neighborhoods to the city. 

On May 22,2014, the United States Postal Service issued a postage stamp honoring Harvey 
Milk, the tim openly LGBT political official to receive this hOnor. The stamp features a photo 
taken in from of Milk's Castro Camera store and was unveiled on what would have been his 84th birtbday.· He was a true public servant who truly cared and advocated for aU. 

Harvey Milk's dteam for a better tomorrow filled with the hope for equality and a world without bate • . .. . .. . 
empower local, regional, national and global organizations so that they may fully realize the 
power ofHarvey Milk's story, style, ttnd collaborative relaa;ionshjp building- are as la,me and 
bold as Harvey taugtlt liS I The Foundation, through Harvey's dream for a just tomorrow, 
envisions governments that celebrate the rich and universally empowering diversity of humanity, 
where all individuals- gay, lesbian, bisexual, tnmsgendered. racial and ethnic minorities, the 
elderly, the young, the di~led-all wh9 had been excluded can fully ~cipate in all societal 
rights without exception, 

Harvey worked with Cesar Chavez, who 'Was honored with a ship being named after him, USNS 
Cesar Chavez (T -AKE-14}, a Lewis and Clark-Class Dry Cargo Ship. We humbly and 
respectfully mwest Harvey Milk be honored with the same, He is revered nationally ~d 
globally as a pioneer oftbe LGBT civil rights movement for his ~onalleadenhip and. 
dedication to equal rights. He has also become a global human tig}:tts icon and his memory is 
honored by numerous foreign nations. 

Naming a naval vessel after Harvey Milk would be ~ appropriate tribute to his S\JPI)Ort for 
equality and equal opportunity for· aU persons. We humbly ask: for your support in this effort. 

Sincerely 8Dd respectfully, 

2 




